Pikey’s Progress: CIO status further enhances our progressive club 

	The Association’s AGM  having taken place on December 15th  where Mark Mace’s tenure  as President had been  extended for a further year to complete the Club’s transition to a  Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO ) –  more of which later – his first task was to organise the Past Presidents’ lunch, although its title has become a misnomer over recent years as it also involves the current President and,  on this occasion, and for the first time, two honoured guests; more of  whom later, too 
	Finding somewhere to stage such an event so soon after Christmas is not easy but you can always rely on our current esteemed leader to come up trumps and he booked ‘Arthur Hooper’s’  in Storey Street from 1-00 p.m with drinks at the adjacent  ‘Market Porter’ pub      beforehand , both venues being within smelling distance, literally, of Borough Market 
	Your correspondent arrived at the pub at around 12-45 but there was no sign of an Old Wilsonisn anywhere – the lighting was dim but such glitterati are normally easily identifiable by the noise they make – so I decided to seek out the restaurant concluding that 
I could surely not have been the first to arrive at the Pub, despite my reputation for hard drinking 
	Twenty minutes later, and having failed in my mission, I returned to the Market Porter which still remained Old Wilsonian free,   so I asked the  Bar staff  for the destination of Arthur Hooper’s and was told that ‘This is Arthur Hooper’s’ and food was  served upstairs,  where a young lady informed  me that the place I was looking for was next door  and, upon entering the  booked room, I  was delighted to see ten other Old Wilsonians,  my appearance causing Doug Forbes  to exclaim: 
“The stripper has arrived” , with a tone of understandable disappointment in his voice 
	Our innovative President had  also invited Roger Matthews, the OW secretary who has worked so assiduously with our trustees to ensure that the charitable status had been achieved , Jasper Gundry-White, whose efforts on  the bar are  beyond praise,  and President elect Stuart Paton as our guests,  but, and unfortunately, Stuart could not make it whilst  Roger was sadly  overcome by a bug, as was Ian Pilgrim , but it was really good to see Jasper who, in effect,  is a Past President as he is a former Club captain, the equivalent of a President for somene who did not go to Wilson’s school 
	(And whilst I am  on the subject of progressive decisions,  we have not had a female President simply  because the  school has not, as yet, seen the sense of co-education  - some work to be done there  - but the door has been opened to elect a female trustee and the Cricket club currently  has a female President)
	Steve Wisson was also absent as he was in Dubai celebrating the arrival of his first grand-child, congratulations Steve, Pete Davis was  in Scotland singing ‘Mull of Kyntyre’, Mick Pilgrim’s move to Norfolk has now made him an infrequent visitorr to London, Bob Bevan had a family commitment,  or perhaps he just wanted to spend more time with his money, whilst Les Wilks, the godfather of us all, was not able to make it but the good news is he hopes to attend  the March ‘OWLS ‘
	In the end there weree 11 of us in attendance, which is enough for a cricket team – there were even some amongst  us who can remember when 11 woud also constiute a football team,  but today’s over protected players  now have the luxury if substututes 
	Neil Kendrick, of course, earnt his living playing cricket for a while  and felt his greatest achivements were taking the wicket of Viv Richrads and  a gloroius cover drive off the bowling of Malcolm Marshall,  before Clive Peckover regailed us with the story of a 4th Xl game where  he had  opened the batting when the OWs were chasing  less than 60 and remained 0 not out when a 10 wicket victory had been achieved 
	Alex and Doug Forbes have taken nearly 2,500 wickets between them, so the new ball was in relatively safe hands.
	“What about a game of Squash?” interupted Bill Hartley 
	As for the batting, Lou Barry regularly scores over 1,000 runs a season  
	“I think you’ll find he played over 1,000 games of football rather than scoring all those runs, ” corrected Malcolm Taylor, a man who claimed to have once taken eight wickets in an inter-house cricket match and also revealed that the OWs first ever football substitute was Gerry Reaseley,  who came on to replace him in a 1st Xl fixture , although  I’m not sure how/why  Malcolm was initially picked in prefernce to Gerry! 
	Gerry Adams’ cricketing credentials are well known, but he is missing his sparring partner,  Tom Sissons,  with whom he formed a formidable partnership,  and the detail ‘caught Adams bowled Sissons’ was a frequent entry into the scorebook 
	Gerry had been inexpllicably quiet for the majority of the lunch – he did not even mention Marc Ashdown;  maybe he is becoming over anxioius about the plight of West Ham 
	Little is known of the cricketing prowess of our current President, but as a man who claims he does not like football but has a natural instinct for hitting the back of the net, he must surely also be a natutal with a bat and/or ball in his hand 
	“What about a game of Squash?” interupted Bill 
	Jasper Gundry-White   is one of only  nine OWs to have taken nine wickets in an innings and is also a top class umpire, so had two important parts to play, although the absence of an adequate scorer was causing concern 
	The constitution of the cricket team having been agreed, our President gave his state of the union address which concentrated on the constitution of the Association, the confirmation of its charitable satus, although there is still some work to do, and  the way in which the day to day business of the Club will be conducted to properly reflect and represent its current constituent parts 
	Congratulatioins  and thanks to ‘Macey’, the current trustess and Roger Matthews for the enormous amount of work  and time they  have dedicated to this important step in our illustrious history,  which sees our great club go from strength to strength 
	The immediate plans for the future include the resurrection, and at the school, of the annual dinner and a determination to enourage former members of the school to join the Old Wilsonians’ Association, something that Stuart Paton is particularly keen to promote 
	Alex Forbes announced some time ago that he and Deborah were about to embark on a trip around the world and we wish them well in this  exciting adventure and thank them both for their enormous input into the OWA , confident that it will resume upon their return
	The first to leave the lunch were Gerry and Malcolm, the latter undoubtedly hoping to catch Watreloo sunset before the darkness arrived, but the rest of us adjoined to a local pub – or two
That cricket team and provisional batting order 
Clive Peckover Neil Kendrick Lou Barry Mark Mace Gerry Adams Malcolm Taylor Jasper Gundry-White Alex Forbes Doug Forbes Bill Hartley Mike Pike 
Supporters:  Bob Bevan, Pete Davis, Roger Matthews, Stuart Paton, Ian Pilgrim, Mick Pilgrim, Steve Wisson, Les Wilks 
“What about a game of Squash?” 

	

	
	

